STA

RYNIGHTS

isito: s 10 the Jobis Glenan Asironomy Park
(JGAP) can get close-up locks of Jupnier's
colorful hands o see jegged edges of craters
on the moon. They may even ghmpse a fiery
meteor shoot anross the night sky. But what eliciss the
most “ochs” and “uhs,” according to JGAR Director Brad
Hoehie, 1t e the rings of Saturn. “They toke people’s
Breath awey.” he says. Globulor clusters of uptod
Mo sters in what appeors 1o be one smoll Grea of the
sky are onother favoriie. Hoehne describes the clusters
as Uswanming snowbalis of ight, ke someocne's it
o diccmond with ¢ hommen”

JGAP s for removed from light pollution that blocks
right sky view:s in most of Chio. Insice the observatory
wathits " oll-off reaf is the fourth largest telescope
in Ohie, whnich Heehne calls "the o Telescope,” due
to visitors' recelions os titey goze upon the mocn. the
planets, nebulce and far-off galaxies. Programming
0t JGAP, due to resume when social disteneing

restiiciions ailow, takes place Fridoy i Soturday
evenings from March through early November und
facuses on Hmely astronomical phencimena,

Alcrge circular pleza outside the ohservatory hos
severa! nteresting featuies. Six slotsin the surrounding
woill catch rising and setting sun rays on the first doy
of ecch seasen. A standing sundial allows participants
10 gpproximote the tine by standing on the spot
renresenting the curzent morith and watching where
their shadow falls o the sundsal.

Cn the gdjacent two-core luwn, Visitors can privately
contemplaie the heavens, peening through ther cwn
binoculars, which can also be put to use back at catnns
or campsites for views of the Milky Waoy or hozy nebulae
Orie of the amuteur astronomer s who've set up their
owin telescopes might also share o guick peek. "Most
necple say their love of astronomy began viith alook
through o telescope,” Hoehne said YAt JGAP, we're all
ahout moking that happen.™




